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Y New Yors, March 11. 
By the arrival of the Packet ship Courier, 
from Liverpool, advices from London are re- 
ceived as late as the 30th of January: 
Lonnon, Jan. 29. 
DEATH of GEORGE the THIRD. 


At three o’clock this morning, the following | 
Jetter was received by the Lord Mayor : | 

“ Windsor Castle, Jan. 29,1820. My lord: | 
It is my painful duty to inform your Lordship | 
of the demise of his late Majesty. King’ 
George IIL. This melancholy event took i 
place, without the least apparent suffering, at | 
Windsor Castle, at 31 minates past eight yes- 
terday morning, to the great grief of his pre-| 
sent Majesty, and of the Royal Family. 

“[ have to request that your Lordship will | 
give directions for the Tolling of the Great} 
Bell at St. Paul’s C..thedral. | 

“{ have the honor to be, your Lordship’s | 
most vbedient humble servant, 

« SIDMOUTH. 
“Py the right hou. the Lord Mayor, &c.” 


Death of the Dulce of Kent. 

This melancholy event was notified to the 
Lord Mayer in the following letter from the 
Home Secretary; and it was immediately 
pasted up at the Mansion House, for the ia- 
formation of the public : 

My Lord—tit is with very great concern, 
that I have to acquaint your lordship with 
tho death of his royal highness the Duke of 
Kent ; which melancholy event tock place 
at Sidmouti on the 23d inst. after a few days 
illness, to the great grief of all the royal 
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left an onle’ daughter by his marriage with the 
Princess Rvacer of Leinigghttny eta of 
Printe, Le@pold, of saxe Cobourg, and who, 
being te descendant of - eldest branch of 
the royal stock by which there is i A 
probably, iahorit the throne of England. Kg 

George the Third was ihe oldest King that 
ever sat on the English throne; his reign was 
intimately connected with the most interestin 
events of the American revolution—he lived 
to wage war twice against us, and twice for us, 
to make peace on honorable terms. 


The Proclaiming of George the Fourth, 
King of England would take place, with the 
| formality, yesterday, (Monday) at St. 
James’ Palace, at Charing Cross, and at Tem- 
ple Bar. 

St. Paul’s bell commenced tolling at 12 
o’clock. It was preceded by the tolling of all 
the other church bells in London. 

The Princess of Wales (now Queen of En- 
gland) was at Marseilles, where she has re- 
sided since November. 


Advices from Morocco to the latter part of 
December, announce the assassination of the 
Viceroy of Fez. Itis stated that the Moots 
attacked the Viceroy’atythe door of his pa- 
lace, put him to death, and then tore his body 
in pieces. ‘=, 


LATEST FROM EPRO PE. 


New-York, March a See fast sailing 
ship Stephaniah, Capt."Gurke, arrived at this 
port on Saturday eventhg’, ig 26 days from 
Havre, having left the 4. the 16th ult, 
The letters, however, ar y to the 9th, and 
our Paris papers to "Sth of the month, 
the passengers inform that it was rumored 
when they sailed, that the insurgent troups of 
Spaio bad marched to Madrid, thatthe guards 
of the King had turned against him, aod that 
he was assassinated or had fled, e is 
nothing in the papers corroborative of thig 
report, though it will be observed the passen- 
gers are eight days later from Havre thanthe 
date of our papers. It appears that Cadiz 
was Bot in possession of the insurgents so 
late as the 21st of January, but it is stated as 
the rumor, that the gates of the city were 










fami'y. Ihave to request your lordship to 
gue the necessary orders fur tolling the great 


ell at St. Paul’s. 
(Signed) SIDMOUTH. 


George the third was born ia the year 1738 





and reigned fifty sine years and three months. | Fourth, the new King of Eng 
His son was in 53d year of hisage. He has "ously indisposed. 


wares, Es 
an 


opened to them on the following day. Anothe 
er rumor was, that Cadiz still-beld out on the 
24th January. 

Our papers contain London dates to the 
2d of February, at which time George the 
? was seri- 
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16th CONRESS—ist SESSION. 


IN SENATE. “© 


moNpay, marca 6. ~ 

The bill further to suspend the sale or forfeiture 
of lands for not completing the payment thereon, 
being taken up, a motion was made.to postpone it 
to Wednesday also. ‘FZ 

‘The motion was opposed by Mr. Nosxx, who 
stated that the bill contained no new prifciples, 
that if passed at all, it was necessary to be passed 
without delay, that timely notice might bé commu 
nicated to the various land offices; that as it had 
no connection with the other land bill, just post- 
ona and embraced no principle that had not 

een familiar to the Senate for years, and about 
which there was no difference of opinion; he 
hoped it would be acted on at once. 

Mr. Krxe, of New-York, was willing to accommio- 
date gentlemen, where no public detriment would 
arise from his acquiescence; but the bill now be- 
fore the Senate had a connection with the bill just 
postponed. If that bill passed, he would have no 
objection whatever to the present one; he would 
be among the first to give all equitable indulgence 
to those indebted for lands; but, should the other 
measure fail, he was by no means prepared to say 
that the bill now before them ought to pass. 

The bill was postponed to Wednesday. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, to 
provide for taking the fourth census was taken up, 
and after undergoing some amendments not involv- 
ing any question of importance, it was ordered to 
a third reading —Adjourned. 

MARCH 7. 

The Sesare was yesterday chiefly engaged in 
discussing the bill for indemnifying losses sustained 
in the Seminole war by the patriotic volunteers en- 
gaged therin; which was finally ordered to be en- 

rossed for a third reading, with some alterations 
not materially from the one rejected at the a 
session in the House of Representatives. Mr. Ea- 
vor, of ‘Tennessee, has been unremitting in his ex- 
ertions to procure this act of Legislative justice. 
We hope in event of its passage in the Senate that 
like success may attemthsi' in the other House. 

‘ WEDNESDAY, Mancu 8. 

The important bill for changing the mode of dis- 
posing of the Publlic’Lands trom credit to cash 
sales, was discuss@@.at Yarge, and finally ordered to 
be engrossed for a reading. 

The bill to suspend fora further time the for- 
feiture of lands for non-payment, &c. was also taken 
up, and ordered, pari passa “with the former bill to 
de engrossed for a third reading. 

mance 9. 

The engrossed bill to change the mode of selling 
the public lands from credit to cash, was read the 
third time, and passed by the following vote: 

* YEAS—Messrs. Burrill, Dana, Dickerson, Eaton 
Elliot, Gaillard, Hunter, King of Ala. King of N.Y 
Lanman, Leake, Lowrie, Macon, Mellen, Morril, 
Oiis, Palmer, Parrot, Pleasants, Roberts, Ruggles, 
Sanford, Stokes, Taylor, Tichenor, Trimble, Van 
Dyke, Walker of Ala. Williams of Miss. Williams 
of Ten Wilson—31. 

NAYS—. Messrs. Brown, Edwards, Johnson of 
Ken. Johnson of Lou. Logan, Noble, Smith—7. 

The engrossed bill further to snspend for a lim 
ated me the sale or forfeiture of lands for failure 

in making payment was also read the third time 
and passed; andboth bills sent to the fother house 
OF COUCUIRERES 
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Mr. Dickersoy, TR om the committee on com- 
merce and LeRoy agin reported a bill to provid 
for the relief of sick and“ disabled fae es hg 1 “ 

ill declaring the consent tino Congress to on ° <n ¢ 
the State of Georgia (imposing Ces-rtain port dr aie 
on vessels, for certain purposes;) alse. a bill Ht , 
thorise the erection of a light-house on - one of hb 
Isles-of-Shoals, near Portsmouth, N. H; 3 rns bill 
to provide for cloathing the army of the U.- ee 
in domestic: manufactures; which bills were ~ 
ally read. — 

The bill to establish 2 uniform system of bai eke 
ruptcy throughout the United States, was taken u, 
read, and postponed to to-morrow, * 

The President communicated a letter from the 
Sectetary of the Treasury, transmitting, in obedi- 
ence toa resolution of the first inst. a statement of 
the amount of the 2 percent. fund, arising from 
the sale of public lands in Ohto, Indiana, and LIli- 
nois to September 30, 1719, which was read. 

Adjourned. 

FRIDAY, marc 10. . 

The Senate commenced to day, the cowsideration 
of the Bankrwpt bill, and made some progress in it. 
The following important resolutions were submit- 
ted for consideration, by Mr. Ktyo, of N. York : 

Resolved, That from and after the —— the regu- 
lations and provisions of the act, entitled « An act 
concerning navigation,” passed on the 18th day of 
April, 1818, be, and hereby are, extended, and 
made applicable to the colony or island of Bermu- 
da; to the Providence or Bahama Islands, and to all 
other colonies, islands, and places, under the domi- 
nion of Great Britain, in the West Indies, which 
are not now included within the regulations and 
provisions of the act aforesaid, 

Resolved, That, from and after the —— no 
goods, wares, or merchandize, shall be imported in- 
to the United States from the province of New 
Brunswick, the province of Nova Scotia, the island 
of Newfoundland, or its dependencies; the colony 
or island of Bermuda; the Providence or Bahama 
Islands, or any of them; or from any other province, 
colony, island, or place, under the dominion of 
Great Britain, in the West Indies, except such 
goods, wares, and merchandize only, as are truly 
of the growth, manufacture, or produce of the pro- 
vince, colony, island, or place, from which the same 
shall be directly imported into the United States; . 
and that all goods, wares, and merchandize prohi- 
bited to be imported into the United States, as 
aforesaid, except as aforesaid, which, after the said 
shall be imported, or attempted to be import- 
ed, into the United States, contrary to the provi- 
sions of this act, shall be liable to seizure, and for- 
feited to the United States. 

HOUSE OF KEPKESENTATIVES. 
MARCH 7. 

The committee on naval affairs reported on the 
subject of supending, for a limited time, the stands 
ing appropriation of 1,000,000 dollars for the in- 
crease of the navy, stating it as their belief that the 
true economy and the best interest of the nation 
are opposed to sucha measure. The bill making 
‘he annual appropriations for the support of the 
navy was, after a faintopposition, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

The following documents, transmitted from the 
prearaas.s of the Treasury, were laid before the 

ouse— 

1. A statement of the fines, &c. collected by or- 








‘er of the Circuit Court of the District of Colum- 
bia from 1801 to 1819. 
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“support of the Military Establishment of the United 
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. 2, A statement exhibiting the expenses of the 
sittings of the United States’ Supreme and District 
Courts. 

3. An exhibit shewing the state of the U S. 
bank on the 25th Feb. 27th of May, and 29th of 
Nov. last. 

WEDNESDAY, Marcu 8. 

Navar.—The engrossed bill making appropria- 
tions fur the support of the Navy of the United 
States, for the year 1820, was read the third time, 
passed and sent to the Senate. 

Mi.rrany.—The House resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, Mr, Nexson, of Va in the 
chair, on the bill making appropriations for the 


States 

The last mentioned bill was first taken up, and, 
having been read— 

Mr. Canxon moved to strike out all the first sec- 
tion of the bill excepting the enacting clause, and 
in lieu thereof io insert the following: 
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this Establishment, that he was willing to arrest, or 
at least to reduce, the appropriation. But, in order 
to get a proposition to reduge the expense of that 
Establishment, or to abolish it, Mir. C. moved to ly 
this bill on the table. After some observations 
from Mr. Strother in opposition to this motion, the 
question was taken thereon, and decided in the 
negative. 

Mr. Cannon had proposed a stim less than that 
moved by the Chairman of the committee of ways 
and means for the support of the Military Acade- 
my. So that two questions were presented. the 
one on a certain sum necessary to the support of 
the Academy as it now stands and the other on a 
less Sum. The question being taken, according to 
usage, on the largest amount, it was decided in the 
affirmative, by a large majority. 

the item of 21,000 dollars, for bounties and pre- 
miums on enlistments of recruits to fill up the Army 
coming up: Mr. Wititama, of N.C opposed this 
item, on the ground that there was no necessity for 





** That the Military Peace Establishmemt of the 
United States shall consist ef such proportions of | 
Artillery Engineers, Infantry and Riflemen, as the 
President of the United States shall judge proper to 
retain in service, not exceeding in the whole, in- | 
cluding officers, non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, five thousand.” 

Mr. Cannon supported this motion on the neces- | 
sity of retrenchment, occasioned by the state of the | 
finances; the inutility of an Army in peace—the | 
Militia being willing and competent to perform any | 
occasional serviee in which an army may be em- | 
a 

iv Cray avowed himself to be in favor of re-; 
ducing the Army, in preference to resorting to | 
taxes, loans, or to an invasion of the sinking fund, 
to meet the expences of the government—if, on. 
the report of the committee of foreign relations, 
the attitude of the country should not be changed 
to that of war, or that which should menace war. 
Meanwhile, be was disposed not to act on the bill | 
now befure the committee, but to defer it for the 


encreasing the number cf the Army beyond their 
present actual amount. 

Mr. Surru, of Md. supported the appropriation 
as being almost a matter of course, and, on the 
ground that the Army ought not to be reduced at 
all; but, ifreduced, that it ought to be by a direct 
vote. 

Mr. Tarmats declared himself to be in favor of 
a reduction of the Army, bat ina practicable way; 
and he though that, to attempt it in this way, woul! 
but serve to weaken the efforts which would here- 
after be made directly to effect the same object. 

Mr. Stocvmn, of N C. was opposed to this ap- 
propriation; and, by way of shewing how cautious 
the house ought to be in making its appropriations, 
said, that it appeared, from the documents laid be- 
fore the house that powder and lead belonging to 
the governmenti had been loaned to bankrupts to 
| the amount of 240,000 dollars—ihe repayment of 





having charge of that branch of the service, was 


which the house is coolly informed, by the officer 
{ 


| precarious, and, jmorder to mend the matter, that 


present, for the purpose of acting on the military | 10,000 dollars more had been advanced in money 


appropriation bill. If, after the report of the coim- 
nuttee of foreign relations should be made, it should 
be thought expedient to reduce the Army, the ap- 

ropriations would shape themselves to what should 


e the actual force and condition of the Military 
Fstablishment. He therefore moved to lay this bill 
on the table, with a view to take up the appropri- i 


| was to reduce the appropriation. If the appropri- 


ation bill. 


‘The question was taken on this motion without | 
| was of opinion, therefore, that the friends of the 


debate, and decided inthe affirmative. 





| to the same persons. 


Mr. Conn spoke against the appropriation. 

Mr. Livermoas delivered his sentiments in favos 
of a reduction of the army. But, he said, thoug’e 
many were iv fayor of that reduction, there were 
also many who were opposed to it—and the only 
way in which the former could secure their object, 


ations were made, the ground was given up. He 


The bill making appropriations for the support | réduction should make use of the weapons which 


of the Military Establishment, for the current year, 
was then taken up. | 

On coming to the appropriation for the support of 
the Military Academy for the present year.—Mr. | 
Cannon spoke at some length against the appro-| 
priation, on the ground of hostility to the institution | 
itself; conceiving that the money levied by taxeson | 
the People, and on the poor as well as the rich, 
could be better employed than on the gratuitous 
instruction of a privileged class of youth 

Mr. Smits, of Maryland, remarked that the ar- 





guments of the gentleman would well apply toa 
proposition to abolish th’s institution; but did no 
apply with any force to the question in hand, which 
was not the Establishment of the Academy, but th. 
appropriation of money to defray expences alread) 
authorized by law. 

Mr.Canson was so little disposed to continve 





lay in their way. He thought the army too large, 
and uselessly emploved. it would take longerto 
collect this army, which was scattered about liku 
the sheep of the shepherd, among many hills—to 
bring them from the Yellow Stone, and the remote 
corners of the earth, than to raise up a new army. 
He also compiained of the magnitude of the Stall’ 
of the army, as being disproportionate to its num- 
bers, &c. 

Mir. Simerxs, delivered his opinion at length 
against the reduction of the army, and against a 
course which would subject measures of great ha- 
tional policy to fluctuations depending on the state 
of the finances. ‘The sum of his argument may be 
expressed in the maxim of Washington, which he 
juoted, that to secure peace we ought to be pre- 
pared for war. He decla t he, for one, 
woud sooner resort to loans and taxes than, inthe 
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present condition of the country, vote for the re- 
duction of the army or navy. 


(No 14 


| to the exposition of the rights of the United States 
|and the obligations of Spain, whieh is contained in 


Mr Cusy observed, that these broken efforts of || the corres; o.dence be! ween the two governments. 


the frieads of a reduction of the army, would have 
the efiict to weaken their strength For himself, 
he cculd not vote to reduce a man of the army in 
the present posture ot our affairs. Even if the ar- 
my vere to be reduced, he did not know that he 
should vote against this item of appropriation, as 
it might yet be necessary to have such an appro- 
riation, let the force of the army be greater or 
ess. In relation to all expenditures already au- 
thorised by law, he thought the House should go 
on and make the appropriations: in relation to «be 
items of appropriation not previously authorised 
by law, such as that for fortifications, &c. the 
House was at full liberty to use a discretion. 

The other appropriations in the bill were then 
agreed to. until the house came to the appropria- } 
tion for fortifications; for which object the com 
mitcee of Ways and Means propose the sum of 
eig': hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr Smvruof Md. explained the views of the War 
Dejartment. and of the committee of Ways and 
Means, onthissubject The officers having charge 
of tha’ branch of the service had recommended the 
appropriatiou of a considerably larger amount, as 
being necessary under existing contracts, but the 
committee of Ways and Means was of opinion that a 
part ./ the proposed amount might be dispensed 
with, without great prejudice to the service, and 
had so reported 

This item gave rise to some debate, when a mo- 
tion was mae for the committee to rise, and agreed 
to—a:ijourned. 

mance 9. 

Mr. Lownnes, from the committee on foreign 

Pelations, Jclivere:! in the fillow.ng 
Interesting Report: 

The Cemnitce to whom has been referred 80 
much of the President’s Message, at the commence- 
ment of the session, as relatesy to foreign affairs, 
respectfully report. , 

That their attention was directed, immediately 
upon their appvintment, to the state of the rela 
tions .f the United states with Spain, and that 
their delay in making a report upon them must be 
attributed to their wise “ to afford an opportunity 
for such friendly communications, during the pre- 
sent session of Congress,” as the government of 
Spain had authorised us toexpect. They thought 
ith -» that Congress should postpone its deter. 
m..° or until events might enable it to make that: 
de‘ crimination definitive, than that it should passa 
com igeat act for authorizing measures which it 
was wot proposed immediately to execute; that it 
should found its determination upon relations as 
certained to exist, than upon a calculation of events 
which might be expected to occur during its sit- 
tin 

a more than a year has passed since the sig- 
natuie of the treaty by which it was proposed to 
terminate the long differences between the United 
States and Spain More thau six months since, 
the sppointment of a new Minister from Spain, 
who was “foithwith” to make known to the 
United States the inten ions of his government, and 
we advanced so tarin the session as to make it ne- 
cessary to propose, witii ut firther delay, any mea- 
sure ox waich «is ext. cted that Congress shall 
act before its adjournment. 





We can hardiy expect, from continued negociation, 
the redress which nas been claimed for :¥enty 
years, and promised for eighteeu—which has been 
a second time promised, and a second time with- 
held. Yn such « negociation, the sign.ture of @ 
treaty seems to be a mere incident, and not its 
tern. ‘ 

For the spoliations which have been committed 
upon the property of our citizens, for the invasion 
of our soil, for the weakness or partiality which has 
made a Spanish territory the piace of rendezvous 


more laie)y permiited the Indian inhabitants of that 
territory, (whom Spain was bound by treaty to 
restrain,) to engage in Savage hostilities against 
us; for all these ac's of war, a people less atiached 
to peace would seek redress only by war. To cap- 
ture and confiscate the ships and property of the 
wrong-doer, would be admitted to be a policy ot 
mildness and forbearance. But, by sach reprisals, 
the government that does the wrong suffers less 
than the unofiending subject. It seems a more 
jist reprisal to occupy the province which has been 
made an instrument ofinjur), which has been desig- 
nated by Spain herself as the fund for our indem- 
nity, and whose occupation by the United States 
will stop the accumulation of those claims for com- 
pensation and redress; wh'ch the misgovernment of 
that neglected colony continually produces. The 
committee submit to’ the Louse a bill to authorize 
the President of the United States to take posses- 
sion of East and West Florida, and establish a tem- 
porary governmens therein. 

There appears too much reason to believe, from 
the mistake of the Spanish negociator, as to the 
dates of the Spanish granis, which it was intended 
to annul, ifthe projected treaty had been :atified, 
that the Crown lands in Florida may be insufficient 
to provide the expected indemnity of our losses. 
But these may be applied, as far as they will go, to 
the compensation of our citizens, and for the excess 
ofour claim, spain, by whose act the domain of 
Florida has been rendered inadequate, must expect 
us to look westward. Perhaps. when our attention 
is thus forced to a direction more interesting to 
Spain, her government may at last admit that it is 
as much her interest as ours, that the just claims of 
the United States should be provided for by friendly 
convention, and we hope that the next treaty be- 
tween the two nations may be executed as weil as 
signed. 

the following bill accompanied the report: 

Be it prers 4 &c. That the President of the 
United States be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
required to take possession of, and occupy, the 
territories of East and West Florida, and appen- 
dages and appurtenances thereof; and he is 
hereby authorized, for that purpose, to employ any 
part of the army and navy of the United States, 
and the militia of any state, which he may deem 
necessaly. 

Sec. 2 And be it enacted, That, until the end of 
the next session of Congress, uniess provision for 
the temporary government of the said territories be 
sooner made by Congress, all the military, civil, and 
judicial powers exercised by the office s of the ex- 
isting government of the same territories shall be 
vested in such person and persons, and shall be ex- 
ercised in such manner, as the President of the U. 





The committee will not attempt to add any thing’ 


States shall direct, for maintaining the inhabitants 


and encampment of an enemy, and which has stiif* 








Pp 
n 








om 
‘he 


sd, 

2nt 

eS. 

to 

Ss 
of 
ect 
jon 
to 
it is 
s of 
idly 
be- 
i as 




















Vor. 1X.] 


f said territories in the free enjoy ment of their li- 
Feny, property, and religion; and the laws of the 
United States relative to the collection of the re- 
venue, and the importation of persons of color, 
shail be extended to the said territories; and the 
President of the United States shall be, and he is 
hereby, authorised, within the term aforesaid, to 
eetablish such districts for the collection of the re 
venue, and during the recess of Congress to appoint 
such officers, whose commissions sbailexpire at the 
end of the next session of Congress, to enforce 
the said laws, as to him shall seem expedient. 

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That the sum of 





dollars is hereby appropriated, for the purpose of 


carrying this act into effect, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
and to be applied under the direction of ihe Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The bill was twice read, and referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion of Mr. Foor, the committee on the 
judiciary was instructed to examine and report to 
the House whether, in their opinion, cents or cop- 
per coin are by law made a tender; and whether 
the existing laws regulating the coins of the United 
States require amendment. 

Mr. Strona, of Vt. submitted for consideration 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the President of the U. States 
be requested to lay before this House such infor- 
mation as he may think a pe relating to the pro- 
gress, proceedings, and final accomplishmen. of the 
Commissioners, appointed agreeably to the 4th, Sth, 
6th, 7th, and 8th articles of the treaty of Ghent, in 
ascertaining ai.d settling the boundary line between 
the United States and Great Britain, in conformity 
to the second article of the treaty of 1783? and 
whether it is ascertained, that the fortification at 
House’s Point (so called) on Lake Champlain, vear 


the 45th degree of north latitude, is within the; 
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of the United States, has the honor of submitting 
to the President the papers containing ‘he informa. 
tion in possession of this Departmen: requested by 
the Resolution. JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

Department of State, 7h Viarch, 1820, 

[the documents accompanying this report were 
ordered to be printed] 

MILITARY APPROPRIATIONS.—Fortiric ations. 

The House agaiu resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the bill appropriating monies for 
the support of the Military Establishment for the 
year 1820. 

The Military Appropriation Bill, for 1820, being 
under consideration, and the item of fortifications 
being under discussion—on yesterday— 

Mr. Suiru, of Md. moved to fill the blank with 
tbe sum of eight hundred thousand dollars, being 
the sum which the committee of ways and means 
had thought it proper to recommend. <A larger 
sum had been estimated to be necessary by the 
War Department. but the committee had thought 
this would be sufficient, particularly after decuct- 
ing the sum estimated for the fortification at Daue 
phin island, the prosecution of which, in the opin- 
jion of the committee of ways and means, was not 
important. Mr. S. entered into a variety of state- 
| ments of the estimated cost of the various fortifi- 
| cations now erecting, and of the contracts already 
| made to shew that this sum was necessay, and would 
be sufficient. 
|| Mr. Barowrn was desirous of knowing, if the ap- 
| propriation was limited to the sum of 800,000 dolls. 

what was to be done with the contracts which had 
. been made, and under which a larger sum would 
| be necessary. Unless it could be shewn, that con- 
' tracts made by the Executive are not binding on the 
| government he shovld be in favor of filling the 
i Dlank with the sum estimated by the pruper au(hor- 
| ity to be necessary. To bring this question fairly 
| before the House, he moved to fill the blank with 














boundary limits of the United States or of Great ‘| that sum, viz $1,162,000 


Britain; and what has been the amount of the ex- |j 


penditure in erecting said fortification; and also to 
give such further information as he may think pro- 
per as to the whole amount of the expenditure al- 
ready accrued to the United States in carrying into 
effect said treaties, subsequent to the appointment 
ot said Commissioners, including their annual sala 
ries and perquisites. Ordered to lie on the table. 

The resolution lying on the table to authorise 
the publication of part of the Secret Journal of 
Congress, under the articles of Confederation, and 
the amendments reported thereto by the select 
committee, being read, were concurred in by the 
House, and the resolution, as amended, was order- 
ed to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The following Message was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monvoe. 


Mr. Crax did not concur, he said, inthe idea that 
any contract made by an officer of the government 
was binding on Congress. If contracts were made 
for example, for the erection of fortificaiions where 
they were not waved was the govern ent hound 
to execute the «ork? Certainly not They might 
take back the contract, paying the othe: party all 
damages and cost he may have sustained by the an- 
nulment of the contract So ar from enlarging 
appropriation, he would rather diminish it The 
| better way, he thonght, would be to fili up the 
| blank with four or five hundred thousend ci lars: if 
jin the course of the session ‘the sta ¢ of = frea- 
jury, or the aspec’ of the tums shor d justify the 
appropriation of a larger sui, . supplersental a 
| propriation might be made. The contractors, he 


! . . * 
said, gentlemen might rely on it, would not throw 





To the Speaker of the House of Representatives, jup their contracts because 4 less amount was allow- 


I transmit to the House of Represeniatives, in 


ed to be expended within a given period they 


pursuance of their Resolution of the 22d of last |} would be content with half a million of dollars— 
month, @ report from the Secretary of State, with || Let us, said +r: C. hold onto the purse strings un- 


the papers containing the information requested 
by that resolution. JAMES MONKOE, 

Washington, 8th March, 1820. 

To the President of the United States. 

The Secretary of State, to whom has been refer- 
red the Resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 22d ultimo, requesting the President to im- 
part to that House any communications touching 
the Florida Treaty, which have not heretofore been 


til we get farther into the session, and see what is 
to be done in respect to the ways and means. 

Mr. Witsiams, of N.C. said that he, for one. did 
not acknowledge the right of the Executive officers 
to make contracts which »ould anticipate tac reve- 
nue, and paralize the operations of ihe government 
They had a right, he admitted, to make contracts 
under appropriations actuallly made by Congress, 
vut to no greater amounr. 








communicated, and the communication of which, in 
his opinion, may not be prejudicial to the interests 


Mr Suitn, of Md. took a historical view of the 
legislation of Congress on the subject of fortifica. . 





RG CNET a — 








a ann: RTs acaants 
ee nie 


Weaoneenaat 
ee or 
See. ee 
















Raniah 


Seer —erestenieniisinee=—aneeinnee ee 


a es = 


ores 


aes 





106 


tions, to shew unde: “hat authority the Executive 
had heretofore proceeded in the erection of fortifi- 
cations. In 174 «law had passed authorizing the 
fortifying, from tite to time, of certain points there- 
in mentioned. In 1798 the President wasauthoriz. 
ed to ¢rect fortifications in any othr place that the 
public safety might ase I 1808 the President 
was further authorized by law to complete the ma- 
ritime fortifications, &. No other positive statute 
existed on the Subject; butthe President ofthe U S, 
under his general powers, caused fortifications to 
be erceted at certain points, and Congress had sanc- 
tioned it by successive appropriations. With res 

pect to the latter fortifications, uncer a resolution 
of Congress, the maritime coast had been survey 

ed, with a view to its complete fortification—the 
report of the Engineers was laid before Congress, 
with a plan of fortifications, indicating those now 
contracted for, and stating the sum which, under 
this view, would be necessary for the current year. 
‘That sum was appropriated by Congress, who thus 
sanctioned the proposition; and the Executive had, 
in pursuance of t!1is intimation of the disposition of 
Congress, directed the works to proceed, &c. 

Mr. Burien, of Lou. spoke in favor of the largest 
sum proposed to be appropriated. He particularly 
referred to the fortifications of Dauphin island, 
which the committee of ways and means seemed to 
suppose might be disp nsed with. This fortifica- 
tion, he said was a part of a system of defence fir 
the entrance to Mobile Bay, and if any part of it 
was executed, the whole ought to be 
| Mr. M’Coy rose to ask a favor and to enter a pro- 
' test. The favor he had to ask was, that gentlemen 
who were for keeping in service a large Navy, a 
standing Army. and other expensive establishments 
would not attempt more than the resources of the 
country would bear them out in. The protest he 
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have been made on every reasonable calculation, 

being about the amount which Congress had lately 
appropriated for successive years, except where @ 
surplus of appropriation rendered a less sum neces- 
sary. On the subject of fortifications generally, he 
said, he did not dwell, because it required a sort 
of Knowledge which he did not possess. But, with 
regard to some points of our maritime frontier, he 
felt a particular solicitude that they should be com- 
pletely fortified at any expense. 

Mr. M’Cory said, that his objection to the system 
of contracts was, that they exceeded, in this case 
at least, the sums appropriated and designated by 
Congress for that object of expenditure. Contracts 
ought not to be made in anticipation of appropria- 
tions hereafter to be made; because circumstances 
night arise in the following year to prevent Con- 
gress from appropriating any thing. Nearly such 
a state of things indeed now existed. In time of 
war, necessity might justify a departure from a ri- 
gid adherence to this rule; but in time of peace 
there was nothing to justify it. 

Mr. Livermont expressed his wish that this item 
of appropriation should be so worded as that no 
part of the amount should be disbursed but in pur- 
noe of “contracts previously authorised by. 
aw 

Mr. Cay said, it must be quite obvious to every 
one; from daily experience, that the practicg of ex- 
ceeding appropriations was one which called 
loudly for the interposition of Congress This ex- 
cess was not confined, he said, to one Bepartment of 
the government, but the disease seems to have 
pervaded all the branches of the Executive Depart 
ment; and, unless the House should, on some occa- 
sion, withhold an appropriation in some cas€ 
wherein an expenditure had been made without au- 
thority, he had no doubt the evil would go on to 

















had to enter, was aguinst the practice of permitting 
the Heads of Departments to legislate for Con- 
gress, and to piedge the funds of the government 
to any extent, at their pleasure. As a generai 
principle, contracts ought not to be made by offi | 
cers of the government but under the authority of | 
law 

Mr. Lownones delivered his sentiments on the 
subject: He was in favor of the sum proposed by 
the committee of ways and means because he under- 
stood that_it would be suffieient for the purpose of 
carrying tmto effect existing contracts With re- 
gard to the system of contracts, &c. which had been 
the subject of animadversion, he said, if the matter 
weve closely examined, he believed it would be 
found that the laws on the subject were exceeding- 
/ ly defective; and that, if there had been any irre- 
gularity, it had been made unavoidable by the 
omission of Congress to legislate on the subject. In 
the nature of things contracts must be made by 
the government in regard to certain expenditures; 
and such bad been made in certain branches of the 
public service from the commencement of the go 
vernment, without objection—of which he quoted 
examples, among which was that of the expenditure 
for timber for the navy, under the act appropriating 
a million of dollars annually tor that object. Con- 
tracts, be said, might be made in two ways: on ob- 
jects specially recognized and directed by acts of 
Congress—ard on objects within the legitimate au. 
thority of the Executive, and to amuonts within the 
compass vf the usual annual appropriations by Con- 

ress. Applying these principles te the case be- 
es the tlouse. he thought that contracts for the 


oo 


eg re 








expenditure of $800,000 within the year might 














the utter subversion, if not of the constitution, of 
all law on the subject. Fhe sum of 500,000 dolls 
which he had proposed for this object, he said, he 
considered sufficient. It was at least as much as 
could be expended before the end of the present 
s:ssion; and, if after the Ways and Means for the 
current year were provided, it should be thought 
proper to appropriate more money for this object 
it would be completely within the power of Con- 
gress to do so. With regard to retrenchment, 
Mr C said he knew that Congress had much difii- 
culty to encounter. All the heads of Department 
would agree that there ought to be a retrenchment 
of the expenses of the government; but none of 
them would agree that his particular Department 
should be the object of it. We, said Mr. C. have 
to perform all the ungracious offices of the gov- 
ernment: we have the painful duty of imposing 
taxes—they the pleasure of recommending their 
repeal. we have the labor and responsibility of 
raising money—they the gratification of spending 
it. Mr. C. said, he was therefore disposed to take 
care that there should not be a wasteful expendi- 
ture of the public money. With regard to Mobile 
Bay, Mr. C. said the House were at last presented 
with the report of the committeee of foreign rela- 
tions; and, if that committee could succeed in per- 
suading the House, that we may take pacific pos- 
session of Florida with or without a treaty, the for- 
trfications of Pensacola would perhaps aflord © suf- 
ficient protection to Mobile Bay. On the subject 
of fortifications generally, Mr. C. said, there had 
been, hitherto, he would not say a wasteful extra 

vagance, but an improvident profusion. We were 
imaking fortifications every where, and a large 
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t of money had been expended on one for- 
wasoben (ieenac Point) which was understood to 


ually within the British line. He concurred 
with the gentlemsn from South Carolina, that two 
or three great points ought to be fortified; but he 
would not therefore expend such sums of money 
on points which were not so important. 

Mr. Lowsvss-said, that he should himself per- 
haps believe that not more than five hundred thou- 
sand dollars ought to be appropriated for the erec- 
tion of fortifications during the present year, did 
not the existing contracts require the appropriation 
of a larger amount. With respect to the proposed 
appropriation, it was not, as might be supposed, 
from the remarks of some gentlemen, to meet an 
expenditure beyond the appropriation, It wasa 
case in which, with a due forecast and attention to 
economy in the expenditure of public money, con- 
tracts have been made, founded on a rational expec- 
tation of appropriations being made by cal 
an expectation justified the sanction given by pre- 
vious appropriations to the prosecution of these 
works. . Analogous cases frequently occurred. The 
gentleman from Kentucky, he was sure, would re 
collect the case of the Cumberland road, in which 
contracts had been made involving the expenditure 
of money beyond the amount appropriated by law, 
and depending on future appropriations for their 
fulfilment. 

Mr. Cray againspoke upon the subject. If, he 
said, the Executive was authorised to make con- 
tracts, relying on appropriations usually made, 
what ought, in this case, to have been its guide? 
‘he appropriation of last year—amounting to 
500,000 dollars, the sum with which it was propos- 
ed to fill this blank. Between the present case 
and the Cumberland Road, he said, there was no 
analogy. There was a positive law authorising the 
road, and a certain sum appropriated: under that 
law contracts had been made, under which the 
expenditure had exceeded the amount ap- 
propriated. The case now under consideration 
was that of an attempt to expend the public mo- 
ney without the authority of any law. 

Mr. Mattary spoke in favor of the smallest sum 
proposed. It was time, he said, to put an end to 
the excessive expenditures of public money. He 
found on consulting the documents on the. table, 
that already contracts had been made by the War 
Department four fortifications, which would involve 
the expenditure of $2,700,000. It was time, he said, 
to determine whether contracts made by agents of 
the government, at all times, for all purposes, and 
to any amount, should be considered as binding on 
the government. 

Mr. Storrs made ‘some remarks on the relative 
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‘“ 
gleet i” public money, it was not 'o blame for ne. 
Seen oe preventing it, fir no House he had ever 
* read of had been so faithful in the perform. 


ance of his part of its duty as (so far) as this 


been. 
proposed tows said he was in favor of the sum 


because the faith of the government was 

pledged Fa, so much, and the state of the Treasury 
was not d, Cc” 8 ty require it to be violated He 
bet ne abuse Posed, he said; to protect any Execu- 
Aeslisent ite but, in relation to this subject of fortii- 
should be wes no mere than just that the state of it 
ate Ry, “‘iirly understood. He then proceeded | 
a a periew of the course of the government 
Jet, from the instructions to the Board 


of Fingineers) (7, surve i 

: y the coast, and their report 
sgn ea ee | tof the same before Congress, wit all 
probable exp. "¢ fortifications and estimates of their 


ense; after which the sum required for 
Mropriated by (0 year, (1819) was deliberately ap- 
two ways in wiOnBress. There are, Mr. B. said, 
bd given to any lich the sanction of Congress may 
directing a thing N°“%Ure: by passing a special law 
tion for the purpa? be done, or, by an appropria- 
formation on the a°° of doing it. With all the in- 
full knowledge of ubject before them, and with , a 
tification of the Codi? ©xtent of the plan for the for- 
gress had passed any” the two branches of Con- 
the work, thereby ra\ Appropriation 10 commence 
this dct, no cofitracts ying the plan. Previous to 
sage, it became the a een made : after its pas. 
to execute the work. ‘Y,0f the Exeeutive to go on 
ciency in the revenue, With respect. to the dems 

might be supplied, witi, “"- D intimated, that that 
the three alternatives oftont resorting to either of 
We own seven millions ope a Speaker.— 
United States. It yields’ aivide we Bank of the 
but little in the last. If ¥" dividend this year, and 


let us take a fund of now? Want money, said he, 


> . hi se to us. which brings us 
* nothing and which may he sold ist pencly its, par 


He was, he said, ag’ 
- ; Se conan ther gentlemen pro- 
fessed to de, friend to econons but true economy, 


He would leave untouched ev. : 
to the usual and regular opera <'Y ie ee 
ment, and every thing whieh Wons of the a thee 
the common defence and gener" fa with 
Mr. Borrer, of Lou. made ¢ ra saa rks 
in favor of the appropriation wz ™ ~ welt = 
for the object now under cor dl - a = wom 
dwelt on the importance of th © fonctions ¢ again 
phin island. With regard teen en cation on Bo 
Speaker on this head Mr e suggestion ef the 


sacola, when in our pratt | said the port of Pen. 


. i ill no more pros 
tect the bay of Mobile than (2% Wt" no more p 
York will protect the Delaware’ fFtitication at N. 





responsibility of this House and of public officers, 
and on the case with which it was sometimes evad- 
ed. For example, in the case of the public gun- 
powder loaned to certain persons, the Meud of the 
Ordnance Department said he had nothing to do 
with it, but remonstrated against it- Another offi- 
cer in that Department says it was done with the 
approbation of the Secretary of War—and all unite 
in saying that some part of the responsibility for 
the transaction properly belonged to an officer of 
the army who had since been dismissed the service. 
Mr. S. then proceeded to quote the sentiments 
contained in the Inaugura? Speech of the President 
of the United States, on the subject of responsibi- 
lity and the duty of the Executive in this respect. 
With respect to the present House, he said, if there 
had been any irregularity or excess in the expendi- 








Mr. Newron delivered his sentimen.. :,, ,. 
an adequate appropriation for fortifications Te , 
enlarged on their importance to the protection of 
our sea ports; to the interests of commerc:—and, 
a3 connected with them, to the interestsof agricul- 
ture. A few millions, expended for the permanent 
and perfect protection of such interests, ought to 
be no object. He dwelt particularly on the impor- 
tance of the fortifications at Old Point Comfort, &c. 
at the mouth of the Chesapeake, and said that true 
economy required the prosecution of all which cre 
commenced to completion as speedily as practicable 
Mr Trimnre spoke at some length in fexp'.na- 
tion and confirmation of what had been said vy 
other gentlement as to the authority by which ire 
Executive had entered into contracts for the erec. 


tion of fortifications. The sum proposed by the- 
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committee of ways and means, he thought, oug “ 
to be granted, as not being more than necessary, *” 
top) ‘or work done and in a course of perfy™*™ 
anc rec. 
Mec Cuar repeated the idea, that the mong¢ i * 
pro. “sted ought to be considered the Timitagi-" ‘4 
the power of the Executive to make contr, 8 — 
With «spect nue, su 
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io the deficiency in the revert fe 
far frows taking hold of the stock of Bank . “ ne 
United. > ates, le had been in vopes, as therepy Sak. | 
ed to be great difficulty what to do with the 4 dt 
ing Fund, that Congress «ould have conseyg’ oa, 
appropriate +f tothe pay ment of the debt wifi set | 
owe to the Bank of the United States 4, ant =| 
stock; having due regard to the 5 per centy, METES' | 
which only we had stipulated to pay on * 
efthe public debt. , 

Mr Smrru, of Va. spoke at some len, 8th m & 
vor of a sufficient appropriation. The Pr, ae 
tion ought to be, is the expenditure, ng 
necessary for the public welfare. The pnd or * 
money which this government could. "Ay 


so great an advantage asin erecting | agen gee 


They were a cheap defence in E he thought 


that part; 


ever other gentlemen might believ ; 
he saw a Sine © speck of war” in th Le tay stan 
not with Spain alone. We ought che sm w hheee 
make preparation for a contest w igh IS 9 F for. 
must come. In illustrating the im,'P° his 6 rk 
tifications, Mr. S said that during em ties | 
of our largest and most important.” yy vu lee 
had been saved by them—alludix ree ; res ue 
tionary war, to Charleston, and i " “" Pe . 4 ne 
Baltimore, :nd New Orleans—fo7 ye cd ber yng req 
to the bravery and skill of it hat Fon - Phil! 
entrenchments, it was a!so Cr te ate effi.’ 
lip below had been equally ne \ Tiknes Realhen 
cient in the preservation of Nr that of France Hd 
to foreign history, he quote”, bts Bak anitintere 
to shew that she had been sa” &e ’ He pra the 
artillerists, and fortification ° this im Anns 3 chitect 
appropriations necessary © = J 
would not be withheld. 
The question was thent. 


with 1,500,000 dollars, an 


saagerity 1 on filling it with 800,000 
The question was take’ B . 

Pn yr decided in th'© affirmative, by a vote of 

73 10.61. (repairs, &c. at West Point, 


The appropriation for!" stricken from the 
was moved by Mr Cannc . 3 retain it 


bill; but the House decid ecemiitinn hie: Ameciah ob 

The appropeietion force’, po a oy Mr Cobb 
Augusta in Georgia, EX med the statement, that, 
stated, and Mr Reid cout si : . 

waver’ otherwise ef OY situated, its location 
Romever unhest!. * Ste, a8to make it unfit for 
be abe Suu. aid that there was no prospect of this 
objection being obviated. The appropriation was, 
after hearing a statement of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, 
in defence of it, striken from the bill, by a vote of 
56 to 48. 

Mr. ! rtm™ste than moved the foliowing amend- 
ment to the bill: 

* To enable the Secretary of War to renew and 
extend a contract with John P. Garresches, of Dela- 
ware, for one thousand barrels of powder, if he 
shall so choose to renew and extend; and the said 
Garresches shail secure the loan of powder already 
made to Petey Sauduy, 22,000 dollars. Provided, 
that tuis spp.eviaicn shall not be construed to 
sanction the original loan o’ powder to Peter Bauduy 





aken on filling the blank 
d negatived by a large 


[No ti 


liability to the United S.ates for making said loan.’ * 

A debate of one and a half hour’s duration arose 
on thisamendment. It was supperied by Trimble 
ot Kentucky, and Mr. M’Lane, of Delaware, and op- 
posed by Mr. M'Coy, of Va. Mr, Walker, of N. 
C Mr Cannon, of Tenn. Mr. Wihams, of NC, 
Mr Slocumb, of N. C. Mr. Storrs, of N.Y. and Mr. 
Sioan, of Ohio. ; 

The proposition was finally rejected by a consi- 
derable majority 

Mr. Clay, in offering the following amendment, 
briefly adverted to its importance and interesting 
nature. There were, he said, 11 states, (counting 
Missouri and Arkansaw,) more or less interested in 
it. Many steam boats were emploved im this navi- 
gation, and many more would be; and he did veri- 
ly believe, that, by an expenditure of a hundred or 
a bundred & fifty thousand dollars, and an annual ex- 
penditure thereafter of 10 or 15 thousand dollars. 
the navigation could be made perfectly safe. He 
hoped as this appropriation was analogous w one 
or more contained in the bill, there would be no 
objection to it. 
For making a survey, maps and charts of the 
Ohio and Mississippi river. from the Rapids of the 
Ohio at Louisville, to the Balize, for the: purpose of 
facilitating and ascertaining the must practicable 
mode of improving the navigation of those rivers, 
five thousand dollars.” 
The motion was agreed to, without a divison, 
Mr. Cogs then offered the following amendment 
to the bilk 
“For the purpose of holding Treaties with the 
Creek and Cherokee tribes of Indians, for the ex- 
tinguishment of the Indian title to all the lands with- 
in the state of Georgia, pursnant to the 4:h condi- 
tion of the Ist article of the Articles of Agreement 
and Cession concluded between the United States 
and the state of Georgia, on the 24th day of April, 
1802, the sum of thirty thousand dollars.” 
When the committee rose, and reported progress 
and the House adjourned. 


FRIDAY, MaRcH 10. 
On motion of Mr. Canyon, it was . 
Resolved, That the committee of the whole 
House who have under consideration the bill mak- 
ing appropriations for the Military Establishment 
for the year 1829, be instructed to enquire into the 
expediency of abolishing the Military Academy at 
West Point, in the State of New York; also of re- 
pealing all laws in relation to said Academy, from 
and after the first day of May next, and exposing 
to sale to the highest bidder all the property of the 
United States, in and about the same, in such man- 
ner as may be directed by the President of the 
United States. 
The bill from the Senate, for changing the mode 
of disposing of the public lands trom credit to cash; 
and the bill, also from the Senate, for extending 
the time for payment for the public lands, &c. were 
twice read, and referred to the committee on pub- 
lic lands. a 
The engrossed resolution directing the publica- 
tion of the secret journal of the Old Congress, from 
the treaty of 1783, to the commencement of the go- 
vernment, was read a third time, and passed. 
The House having again resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, Mr. Bercurr in the chair, 
on_the annual military appropriation bill. 
Mr. Coss withdrew the motion which he yes- 
terday offered to amend the bill, under the. im- 
pression that it had better be annexed to the bi 1! 








er to exonerate any person or persons from their 





making the civil appropriations for the current ye ar. 
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Mr. Cook submitted a motion to amend the bill, 
$9 as te appropriate 1840 doliars, for a survey of 
the Mississippi river, from the romh of the Mis- 
souri river, tothe mouth of the Onio, with a view 
to the practicability of improving its navigation. 
After some observations from Mr Clay, and others, 
which went to shew that this object was already 
provided for, Mr. C. withdrew his proposition. 

Mr. Cocks then enquired, trom the chairman of 
the committee of ways and means, what portion o! 
the appropriations containe? in this bill related to 
the expenses of the expedition up the Missouri ri- 
ver—his object being to strike out that part ef the 
appropriation. 

Mr. Suvra, of Maryland, answered, that he could 
not say More On this subject than was disclosed by 
tne report on this subject from the War Depart- 
ment, in pursuance of the requisition of this House; 
and winch was in the possession of the tlouse. 

After some conversation, it appeared to be set- 
tled that the propertime for Mr. Cocke’s motion 
would be when the question came before the 
House of concurrence iu the appropriations agreed 
to by thiscommittec. 

And, on motion of Mr. Crary, this bill having 
been gone through, it was ordered to lie an the 
table. 

‘the House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the proposition of Mr, Cannon, directing the 
committee of the whole to enquire into the expe- 
dicney of abclishing the Military Academy. 

Mr. Cray submitted a resolution, “that it is 
inexpedient at this time to abolisl the Military 
Academy at West Point.” 

Those who supported the affirmative and nega- 
tive sides of this proposition, in Debate, were as 
fo:low: 

AFFIRMATIVE—Messrs. Clay, Wood, Camp 
bell, Foot, Tombuson, Fuller, Smith, of Md. Smyth, 
ot Va. Bloomfield, Brown, Case.-—I1. 

NEGATIVE—-Messrs. Livermore, Ross, Ste- 
venus. Walker, Sauth, of N. C. Cannon.—6, 

Among the supporters of the Academy, Mr’ 
Campbell, and periaps others, were ot opinion the 
number of Students might be reduced one balf, and 
of corny ‘he expenditure proportionably. 

A motion was made to trike out the syllable in 
from !) Cisy’s motion, so as to moke it read expe- 
dient in-\ead of inexpedient This motion was nega- 
tive. after adivision, in which it was supported by 
41 votes 
_ Aod Mr. Crayv’s motion prevailed by a like ma. 
jority 

The committee then rose and reported their 
agreement to this resolution; and also reported with 
aovendmenis, the Military Appropriation bill.—Ad- 
journed. 

SATURDAY, manca 1], 

The message icceived yesterday from the Presi- 
dem of the United states, was read, transmitting 
to Congress a Report from the Director of the 
Mint, of the operations of that lustitution during 
the last year. 

Among the petitions to-day, was one from the 
Ciamcer of Comnerce of the city of Philvdelphia, 
Praying that the system established by law of al- 
lo «ing a credit for the duties on goods, wares, and 
merchandise imported into the United States, may 
not be changed to a cash payment of said duties; 
which was referred, and ordered to be printed. 

On ction of Mr. Henpnicxs, the committee on 
Roa .; auc Canals were instructed to enquire into 
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Commissioners «© view and mark out a road as @ 
continuation of the National Road from Wheeling, 
in Virginia, to the Seat of Government of the state 
of Ohio, thenee to the contemplated Seat of Go- 
veernment of the State of Indiana, thence to the 
Seat of Government of the state of Hlino's, and 
thence to St. Charles, on the Mississippi river, on 
the nearest direction and on the best ground that 
can be selected. 

Two or three resolutions of instruction to the 
Post office committee were agreed to. 

‘The House proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee of Claims, made on the 28th of 
January last, unfavorable to the petition of Phineas 
Andrews, and Mr Ccieeprzr moved to reverse the - 
report. The motion was negatived, and the report 
was agreed to. 

The Carrrot.— On motion, the committee of the 
whole to which is committed the bill making further 
appropriations of money for continuing the w 
upon the Centre Building of the Capitol, and for 
other purposes, was discharged from the considera- 
tion thereof, and it was committed to the commit- 
tee of the whole to whom is committed the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the go- 
vernment for 1820. 

Miurranr Aprrrorriutions~—The House pro- 
ceeded to consider the report of the committee of 
the whole on the bill making 4 Amy oy for the 
support of the Military Estab nt for the year 
1820. 


On the question to concur in filling the blank for 
medical, hospital, and quarter master’s stores, with 
500,000 dollars, a debate was commenced by Mr, 
Cocxs, of Tennessee, oppositiou being made to it 
by him, on the ground of hostility to the Missouri 
expedition 

The further prosecution of that expedition was 
supported and opposéd by the following gentle- 
men: 

Afirmative—Messrs. Simkins, Strother, Smith, 
of Md. Cook, Quarles, Smyth, of Va. Rhea, 
Sergeant. 

Negative,— Messrs. Cocke, Storrs, Hardin, Ross, 
and Foot. 

The question being taken on agreeing to the 
proposed sum of 500,000 dollars for this item of 
expenditure, was decided thus:—For this smount, 
70—aguinst it, 75. 

So the House refused to concur with the com- 
mittee of the whole in filling the blank with this 
sum.—Adjourned. 


MAINE AND MISSOURI 
ADMITTED INTO THE UNION. 
AN ACT for the admission of the State of Maine 
into the Union. , 
Whereas, by anact of the State of Massachusetts, 
passed on the nineteenth day of June, in the year 
one thousand eight bnndred and nineteen, entitled 
“An act relating to the separation of the District 
of Maine from Massachusetts Proper, and forming 
the sume into asepurate and independent State,” 
the people of that part of Massachusetts hereto- 
fore known as the District of Maine did, with the 
consent of the Legislature of said State of Massa- 
chusetts, form themselves into an ey vagenns, 
state, and did establish a constitution for the x 
ernmént of the same, agreeably to the provisions 
of the said act—Therfore, 
Be it enacted by the Senate 2nd House of Rep- 
resentutives of the United States of America jp 
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Congress assembled, That, from and after the fif-, have resided in said territory three months previ- 
teenth day of March, in the year one thousand | ous to the cay of election, and all other persons 
eight hundred and twenty, the State of Maine is, qualified to vote for representatives to the General 
hereby deciared to be one of the United States of |) Assembly of the said Territory, shall be qualified to 
America, and admitted into the Union on an equal), be elected, and they are hereby qualified to be 
footing with the original States, in all respects |! elected, and they are hereby qualified and authoris- 





whatever. H. CLAY, ed to-vote, and choose representatives to form a 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. convention, who shall be apportioned amongst the 
JOHN G .ALLAKD, several counties as follows: 

President of the Senate, pro tempore. From the county of Howard, five representatives: 

Washington, March Sd, 182u—Approved. Fron the county of Cooper, three representatives. 


JAMES MONROE, || From the county of Montgomery, two representae 
tives, From the county of Pike, one répresents- 
. ; ‘ tive. From the county of Lincoln, one represen- 
AN ACT to authorise the people of Missouri Ter- | tative. From the county of St. Charles, three re- 
ritory to form a Constitution and State Govern. || presentatives, From the county of Franklin, one 
ment, and for tie admission of such state into || representative. From the cou nty of St. Louis, 
the Union en equal footing with the original eight representatives. From the county of Jeffer- 
states, and to prohibit slavery in certain Territo- Son, one representative. From the county of Wash- 
ries. ington, three representatives. From the county of 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-|| St- Genevieve, four representatives. From the 
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- || County of Cape Girardeau, five* representatives — 
gress assembled, That the inhabitants of that por- || From the county of New Madrid, two representa- 
tion of the Missouri Territory included within the |! tives, From the county of Wayne, and that portion 
boundaries hercinaller designated, be, and they ave |jof the county of Lawrence that falls within the 
hereby, anthorised to form for themselves a Consti- |! boundaries herein designated, one representative. 
tution and State Government, and to assume such And the election for the representatives afore- 
name as they shall deem proper; and the said state, || said shall be holden on the first Monday, and two 
when formed, shall be admitted into thc Union, up- |} succeeding days of May next throughout the seve- 
on an equal footing with the original states in all re- || ral counties aforesaid in the said territory, and shall 
spects whatsoever. be in every respect held and conducted in the same 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said || manner, and under the same regulations, as is pre- 
state shall consist of all the territory included with- || scribed by the laws of the said territory regulating 
in the following boundaries, to wit: Beginning in|/ elections therein for members of the General As- 
the middle of the Mississippi river, on the parallel || sembly, except that the returas of the election in 
of thirty-six degrees of north latitude: thence west, || that portion of Lawrence county included in the 
along that parallel of latitude, tothe St Francois |) bcundaries aforesaid, ‘shall be made to the county 
river, thence, up and following the course of that ,of Wayne, as is provided in other cases under the 
river, in the middle of the main channel thereof; || laws of said territory. 
to the parallel of latitude of thirty-six degrees and sec 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
thirty-minutes; thence west, along the same, to a|/ members of the Convention thus duly elected shall 
point where the said parallel is intersected by a || be, and they are hereby, authorised to meet at the 
meridian line passing through the middle of the seat of government of said territory on the second 
mouth of Kansas river, where the same empties in-|| Monday of the month of June next; and the said 
to the Missouri river; thence, from the point afore- |! Convention, when so assembled, shall have power 
said north, along the said mendian line to the inter- | and authority to adjourn to any other place in the 
section of the parallel of latitude which passes] said territory, which to them shall seem best for the 
through the rapids of the river Des Moines; thence convenient transaction of their business; and which 
down, and alung the middie of the main channel Convention, when so met, shall first determine by 
of the said river Des Moines, to the mouth of the//a majority of the whole number elected, whether it 
same, where it empties into the Mississippi river; | be, or be not expedient at that time to form a Con- 
thence, due east, to the middle of the main | stitution and State Government for the people with- 
channel of the Mississippi river; thence down, and || in the said territory, as included within the beun- 
fellowing the course of the Mississippi river, || daries above designated, and, if it be deemed ex- 
in the middle of the main channel thereof, to the | pedient, the Convention shall be, and hereby is, aue 
place of beginning: Provided, the said state shall |/ thorised, to form a Constitution and State Govern- 
ratify the boundaries aforesaid; And provided, al-|| ment; or, if it be deemed expedient, the said Con- 
that the said state shall have concurrent juris- || vention shall provide by ordinance for electing re- 
iction on the river Mississippi, and every other ri- || presentatives to form a Constitution or frame of 
ver bordering on the said state, so far as the said |/Governmant; which said Representatives shall be 
rivers shall form a common boundary to the said | chosen in such manner, and in such proportion, as 
state; and any other state or states, now or hereatter | they shall desiynate; and shall meet at such time ‘ 
to be formed and bounded by the same, such rivers} and place as shall be prescribed by the said ordi- 
to be common to both; and that the river Mississip-|/ nance; and shall then form for the people of said 
pi, and the navigable rivers and waters leading into || territory, within the boundaries aforesaid, a Consti- 
the same, shall be common highways, and for ever |! tution and State Government : Provided, that the 
free, as well to the inhabitants of the said state as to |/same, whenever formed, shall be Republican, and 
other citizens of the United States, without any |}not repugnant to the Constitution of the United 
tax, duty, impost, or toll, therefor, imposed by the |] States; and that the Legislature of said state shall 
said state. never interfere with the primary disposal of the 
Sec. 3. And be it furtherenacted, That all free }j soil by the United States, nor with any regulations 
white male citizens of the United States, who shall |} Congress may find necessary for securing the title 
haye artived at the age of twenty.one years, and || in such soil to bona fide purchasers; aad that no tax 
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Vou. IX.] 


ehall be imposed on lands the property of the Uni- 
ted States; and in no case shall non-resident pro- 
prietors be taxed. higher than residents. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That, unti! 
the next general census shall be taken, the said 
State shall be entitled to one Representative in the 
House of Representatives of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the fol- 
lowing propositions be and the same are hereby, 
offered to the convention of the said territory of 
Missouri, when formed, for their free acceptance or 
rejection, which, if accepted by the convention, 
shall be obligatory upon United Sates: 

First. That section numbered sixteen in every 
township, and when such section has been sold, or 
otherwise disposed of, other lands equivalent there- 
to, and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted 
to the State fur the use of the inhabitalits of such 
township for the use of schools. : 

Second That all salt spring~s not exceeding 
twelve in number, witi six sections of land adjein- 
ing toeach,shall be granted to the said State for 
the use of said State, the same to be selected, by 
the Legislature of the said State, on or before the 
first day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-five, and the same, when so se- 
lected, to be used under such terms, conditions, 
and regulations, as the Legislature of said State 
shall direct: Provided, that no salt spring, the right 
whereof now is, or hereafter shall be, confirmed 
or adjudged to any individual or individuals, shail, 
by this section be granted to said State: And pro- 
vided, also, That the Legislature shall never sell or 
lease the same, at any one time, for a longer pe- 
riod than ten years, without the consent of Con- 


ess. 
err hind. That five per cent. of the net proceeds of 
the sale of lands lying within the said territory, or 
state, and which shall be sold by Congress, from 
and after the first day of January next, after de- 
ducting all expenses incident to the same, shall be 
reserved for making public roads and canals, of 
which three fifths shall be applied to those objects 
within the State, under the direction of the Legis- 
lature thereof; and the other two-fifths in defray- 
ing, under the direction of Congress, the expenses 
to be incurred in making of a road or roads, canal 
or canals, leading to the said State, 

Fourth. That four entire sections of land be, and 
the same are hereby, granted to the said state, for 
the purpose of fixing their seat of government 
thereon, which said sections shall, under the direc- 
tion of the Legislature of said state, be located, as 
near as may be, in one body, at any time, in such 
townships and ranges as the Legislature aforesaid 
may select, on any of the public lands of the United 
States: Provided, that such locations shall be made 
prior to the public sale of the lands of the United 
States surrounding such location. 

Fifth. That thirty-six sections, or one entire town- 
ship, which shall be designated by the President of 
the United States, together with the other lands 
heretofore reserved for that purpose, shall be re- 
served for the use of a Seminary of Learning, and 
vested in the Legislature of said state, to be appro- 
priated solely for the use of such Seminary by the 
said Legislature: Provided, that the five foregoing 
propositions herein offered, are on the condition 
that the convention of the said state sliall provide, 
by an ordinancr, irrevocably without the consent of 
the United States, that every and each tract of land 
sold by the United States, from and after the first 
dey of January next, shall remain exempt from any 
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tax laid by order or under the authority of the 

state, whether for state, county, or township, or 

any other purpose whatever, for the term of five 

years from and after the day of sale and further, 

that the bounty lands granted, or hereafter tw be 
granted, for military services during the late war, 
shall, while they contmue to be held by the pa- 
teatces, or their heirs, remain exempt as aforesaid 

from taxation for the term of three years from and 
after the date of the patents respectively. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, in Case 
« Constitution and state government shall be formed 
for the people of the said territory of Missouri, the 
said convention, or representatives, as soon there. 
after as may be, shell cause a true and attested copy 
of such constitution, or frame of state governmem, 
as shall Le formed or provided, to be transmitted to 
Congress. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, Thatin all 
that territory ceded by france to the United States, 
under the name of Louisiana, which lies north of 
thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes north latitude, 
not included within the limits of the state contem- 
plated by this act, slavery and involuntery servitade, 
otherwise than in the punishment of crimes, 
whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, 
shall be, and is hereby, forever prohibited: 
vided always, That any person escaping into the 
same, from whom labor or service is law claim. 
ed, in any state or territory of the United States, 
such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and con- 
veyed to the person claiming his or her labor or 
services as aforesaid. 

ii. CLAY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatatives, 

JOHN GAILLARD, 

. Prosident of the Senate pro tempore. 
Washington, March 6, 1820.— Approved: od 
JAMES MONROE, 

—— 

MARRIED, 

On Thursday evening last, in this City, by the 
Rev. Mr. Harley, Samver Lawnuxce Govuvenyevn, 
Esq. of New York, to Miss Maura Hesten Monnor, 
youngest daughter of James Moyaoe, President of 
the United States. 

On Thursday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Haw. 
ley, Mr. John P. Fonde, of Philadelphia, to Miss 
Eliza Stewart, of this place. 

On the 2d inst. at the Friends’ Meeting House, 
Alexangria, D.C. J. Elliot Caray, of Baltimore, to 
Ann H. Irwin, daughter, of Thomas Irwin, Pq. 

On the 8th inst. by the Right Rev. Bishep Hu- 
bart, John Bristed, esq. to Magdalane, eldest daugh- 
ter of John Jacob Astor, Esq. all of N. York city. 

———— 
DIED, 

At Exeter, England, in January last, Capt. Ja 
Hudson, of the Royal Invalids, in the 84th 
hisage. He had been a commissioned officer 63 
years, and had served in all the four quarters of 
the world. He wasat the taking of Belleisle, in 
1781; at Martinico, in 1756; at New-York, in 1770, 
where he was severely wounded; and at the battle 
of Bunker’s Hill, in 1775. F 

In England, 22d Nov. aged 95, John Spooner, 
who had been for more than thirty years succes- 
sively, the stranger’s attendant at Brimham Rock.-, 
in the county of York. 

At Inverfolla, Scotland, 5th Nov. Donald M'tn- 
tyre, aged 101. He was the last of the followers 
of Prince Charles, in that district, to whose interests 
he was ardently devoted. cs 
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Congressional Document. 
NATIONAL CURRENCY, &c. 





Beport of the Secretary of the Treasnry, in obe- 
dience to a resolution of the House of Represen- 
tatives of Ist March, 1819, transmitting statements 
in relation to the condition of the Bank of the 
United States and its Offices; also Statements in 
relation to the situation of the different Charter | 
ed Banks, in the different states, and the District 
of Columbia, &c. 


CONTINUED. 


The general system of credit which has been in- 
troduced through the agency of banks, brought 
home to every man’s door, has produced a ficti 
ious state of things, extremely adverse to the so- 
ber, frugal, and industrious habits which ought to 
be cherished in a republic. In the place of these 
virtues, extravagance, idleness, and the spirit of 
gamoling adventure, have been engendered and 

ostered by our institutions. So far as these evils 
have been produced by the establisbment of banks, 
where they are not required; by the omission to 
impose upon them wholesome restraints; and by 
the ignorance or misconduct of those who have 
been entrusted with their direction, they are be. 
lieved to be beyond the control of the Federal 
government. Since the resumption of specie pay- 
ments, measures have been adopted in some of the 
states to enforce their continuance; in others, the 
evil has been left to the correction of public opi 
nion. There is, however, some reason to appre- 
hend that the authority of law may be interposed 
in support of the circulation of notes not converti- 
ble ‘into specie. 

But the federal government has, by its measures. 
in some degree, contributed to the spirit of specu- 
lation and of adventurous enterprise, which, at this 
moment, so strongly characterise the citizens of 
this republic. The system of credit which, in the 
infancy of our commerce, was indispensable to its 
prosperity, if not to its existence, has been extend- 
ed at a peridd when the dictates of sound discre- 
tion seemed to require that it should be shortened 
The credit given upon the sale of the national do. 
main has diffused this spirit of speculation and of 
inordinate enterprise among the great mass of our 
citizens. The public lands are purchased, and 
splendtd towns erected upon them, with bank cre- 
dits. Every thing is artificial- Tie rich inhabi- 
tant of the commercial cities, and the tenant of the 
forests, differ only in the object of their pursuit — 
Whether commeree, splendid mansions, or public 
lands, be the object of desire, the means by which 

tificatien is to be secured, are bank credits. 

is sate of things is no less unfriendly to the 
duration of our republican institutions than it is ad- 
verse to the developement of our national ener- 
gies, when great emergencies shall arise; for, up- 
on such occasions, the attention of the citizen will 
be directed to the preservation of his property from 
the grasp of his creditrs, instead of jeing able to 
pay with promptitude the contributions necessary 
to the preservation of the state, he will be induced 
to claim the interference of the government to pro- 
tect him against the effects of his folly and extrava- 


This ought not to be the conditivn of a republic 


i 


dition of the Upited States, if the course which has 
been pursued since the conmencement of the late 
| war, is not abandoned. Since that period, it is be- 
‘lieved, the number of banks in the United States 
‘has been more than doubled. They have been es- 
tablished in the little inland towns and villages, and 
have brought distress and ruin upon the inhabitants. 
; When the cause and the extent of the evil is 
| known, no donbt is entertained that the appropri- 
.a’e remedies will be applied by those who, in our 
co:nalex form of government, are invested with the 
juecessary authority; 

But the resolution requires the Secretary of the 
Treasury “to report such measures as, in nis opi- 
nion, may be expedient to procure, and retain, a 
sufficient quantity of gold and silver coin in the U. 
States.” 

It has already been suggested that, if the curren- 
cy was purely metallic, or connected with paper 
convertible into : = cie, to the extent only of the 
demand for the U¥...smission of money, the United 
States would retain that proportion of the precious 
metals which the value of their exchangeable com- 
moadities bore te those of other states. But if pa- 
per can be made to circulate, independent of its 
employment in the transmission of funds, gold and 
silver, to the same extent, will be exported. If pa- 
per will be received and employed generally, as the 
medium of exchange, and sigpatile if it is issued 
in bills of small denominations, the amount of spe- 
cie which will be exported will be great in propor- 
tion to the paper in circulation. If this position 
be correct, the power of Congress will be insufti- 
cient to retain any considerable portion of gold and 
silver in the United States, Bank notes, from one 
dollar to those of large denominations, have circu- 
lated, and, itis presemed, will continue to circulate, 
independent of its authority. As long as bank 
notes will be received as a substitute for specie, the 
quantity of specie necessary for currency will be 
small, and may be easily retained without the aid of 
government. But the demand for specie where 
the circulation is principally paper, is extremely 
fluctuating. When there is but little or no demand 
for it, the temptation to increase their digcounts, 
by the issue of more paper, is too strong to be re- 
sisted by banks. When a demand for specie arises, 
the currency has to be suddenly diminished by the 
contraction of their discounts. Fluctuation in the 
amount of the currency, produced by this means, 
is the principal mischief to be remedied. These 
fluctuations will frequently occur in every state 
where the currency is principally paper, converti- 
ble into coin. In the United States, where the 
specie exported, as a primary article of commerce, 
to the East Indies and to China, bears so large a 
proportion to the metallic currency of the country, 
they must not only be more frequent than in states 
where no such commerce exists, but more exten- 
sive in their effects. The demand created for Spa- 
nish milled dollars, by the exportation of specie, in 
the prosecution of this trade, has, without doubt, 
caused their importation to an extent which other- 
wise would not have occurred. As this demand isg 
in some degree, contingent, the supply will also be 
contingent. When it exceeds the demand, the 
banks will be tempted to new issues of paper — 
When it is deficient, the deficiency will be drawn 
from the banks, and will cause a sudden diminution 
of the currency. If this diminution could be limit. 
ed to the amount of the deficiency thus drawn from 
the banks, the evil would be no greater than if the 








when menaced by a foreign force or domestic com- 
motion, Such, itis apprehended, will be the con- 


currency were metallic. But this is not the fact— 
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When the paper circulstion is returned upon 
banks for specie, prudence requires tha, «n etion 
shuuld be mide | preserve the same > roportio: 
be.ween the specic m their vaults and their notes j 
in circulation, as existed at the moment the pres 

« commenced 
a”, thie paper in circulation should be 3 times the 
amount of specie iu the possession or the banks. a“ 
demand upon them for 1 0U0.0U0 dollsrs of specie, 
would produce a diminution of 3,000,000 dollars 
in the currency, if the specie should be exported, 
and of 2,000,000 doliars if it remained in the coun- 
try. It iseven probable that the comparative dim- 
nution would exceed this ratio. As the demand in 
creased, apprejensions would be excited for the 
credit of the bavk; the exertions produced by that 
apprehension, would correspond with the magn- 
tude of the evil to be avoided, rather than with the 
positive pressure This, it s presumed, would be 
the effect of such an emergency, where banks had 
nut become familiarized with bankruptcy, and were 
not countenanced by society in a course of conduct 
which, in private life, would be considered dis- 
honest. 

If, by any constitutional exercise of the power of 
Congress, banks can be restrained, Ist, from issu- 
ing notes of small denommations; and, 2d, from 
excessive issues when their notes are not returned 
upon them for specie, fluctuations in the currency, 
to an extent to derauge the interests of society, 
may be prevented, But, if the imposition of these 
restraints is not within the constitutional powers of 
Congress, the evils which have been suffered for 
the want of those restraints, must continue, until 
the present system of banking shall be abandoned. 

In an enquiry into the state of the currency, the 
consideration of the coinage is necessarily involved. 
The principles upon which the coinage of the 
United States has been established, are substan- 
tially correct. The standard fineness of the gold 
coinage corresponds with the coinage of England 
and Portugal. ‘The standard of the silver coinage 
differs but little from that of Spain. The American 
dollar is intrinsically worth about one per cent. less 
than the Spanish milled dollar. This difference, 
if the Spanish dollar had not been made a legal 
tender, might have secured to the nation a more 
permanent use of its silver coinage American 
doliars would not be exported, as long as Spanish 
dollars could be obtained for that purpose, ata 
reasonable premium. If this latter coin was not a 
legal tender, the banks might afford to import it, 


and might sell, at a fair premium, tie amount which | 


might be required of them for the China and East 
India trade. 

‘he relative value of gold and silver has been 
differently established in different nations It has 
been different in the same nation at different pe- 

‘riods. In England, an ounce of gold is equal in | 
value to about 15 2 ounces of silver. In France, it 
is equal to 15.5; and in Spain and Portugal, to 16 
ounces. Inthe United States, an ounce of gold is 
equal to 15 ouncesof silver. But the relative value 
of these metals, in the markets, frequently diiTers 
from that assigned to them by the laws of the dif- 
ferent civilized states. It is believed that gold, 
when compared with silver, has been, for many 
years, appreciating in value; and now, every 
where, commands, in the money markets, a higher 
value than that which vas been assigned to it in 
states where its relative value is greatest. If this 
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make it correspond with their rclative marke table 
vane. It gold, in relauon to silver, should be 


aised five per cent. one ounce of it would be 


v 1575 or (5 3.4 ounces of pure silver. This aug- 
ventation iv iis value would cause it to be im- 
vorted in quantities sufficient to perform all the 
unctions of currency As it is not used to any con- 
siderable extent, as a primary article of commerce, 
the fluctuations te which silver currency is cas (04 
from that cause, would not affect it It would be 
exported only when the rate of exchange agwinst 
the country should exceed the expense of experta- 
ticn. In ordinary circumstarices, such a state of 
exchange would not be of long continuance If the 
currency of the United Siaies must, of necessity, 
continue to be paper, convertible into specie, an 
increase of the gold coipage, upon principles which 
shall afford the least inducement to exportation, is 
probably the myst wholesome currective that can ~ 
be appiied; after the rigid enforcement of that con- 
vertibility. 

‘the copper coinage is believed to be susceptible 
of improvement, Copper itselfis too massive to 
serve the purposes of change One hundred cents 
are too cumbrous to be carried, and used in the 
numberless transactions which daily occur betweea 
individuals. Coin, compounded of silver and 
per, of from one to ten cents, would be much more 
suitable for that object. This kind of coinage has 
been adopted in other countries, with great advan. 
t 


t has, however, been objected to this coinage— 

1. That, ascompounded metals are much harder 
than the competent ingredients, it would be diffi- 
cult, and consequently expensive, to work. 

2. That the coin itself would be of little or ng 
intrinsic value: copper or brass being of superior 
value in the manutactures to which it might be ap- 
phed- And that the public would scarcely submit 
to the circulation of » coin so worthless 

3. That it might be counterfeited by a composi- 
tion of zinc and copper. 

After giving to these objections their cue weight, 
it is believed that a change of this nature, in the 
copper coinage, would be beneficial. Alt 
the expense of such a coinage should be twice as 
much as that of an equal number of silver coin, still 
it might be advantageous. Small change, both of 
silver and copper, may be abundant in Philadelphia, 
the seat of the mint; but it is not generally so else- 
where If it were, tickets of 6 1-4, 10, 12 1-2, 25, 
and 50 cents, issued by taayors and corporation offi- 
cers, and dollar bills torn in two pieces, for the pure 
poses of change, would not be employed for that 
purpose ‘This single fact is an answer to the se- 
cond objection. The fractional parts of a dollar 
are so indispensable in the transactions ol’ indivi« 
duals, that any thing which assumes that ¢ 
will be employed. If the tickets, which, at : 
moment, form so great a portion of the oe 
this city, and of various other places, are capeyll 
for that purpose, it is inconceivable that the com- 
munity should refuse to permit a compound,coin, 
of silver and copper, to circulate, containing the ine 
trinsic value which it represents, merely because, 
for manufactures, it will not be worth more than 
brass or copper, and that the expense of refining 








be correct, no injustice will result from a change in 
the relative legal value of gold aud silver, so as to 


will be equal to the value of the silver. Change, 
that is. use fractional part of a dollar, is so indispen- 
sable to the community, that its inapplicability to 
manufactures, and its exemption from liability to 
cxportation, instead of form: objections, are re- 
commendations in its favor. 
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The objection that this eoin may be easily coun- 
terfeited, is, if it cannot be obviated, entitled to 
great consideration. As has been before stated, 
this compound coinage has been successfully prac- 
tised in other states. If compound metals are much 
harder than their component ingredients, may not 
a sufficient security against counterfeiting be de- 
rived from that circumstance? The dimensions 
and power of the machinery, which constitute one 
of the objections te the coinage, will render it ex- 
tremely difficult to secure that secrecy and con- 
cealment, which are indispensable to the success of 
the counterfeiter. If'this compound coinage should 
not be carried higher than ten cent, or disme, 
pieces, the inducement, compared with the danger 
of detection, resulting from the magnitude of the 
machinery, would not, it is believed, be sufficient to 
encourage counterfeiting. If, however, it should 
be deemed impracticable to guard against this 
evil, in a coinage composed of silver and copper, 
an attempt might be made to obtain a supply of 
small change by a mixture of silverand zinc. The 
danger of counterfeiting would then be removed. 

As various plans have been suggested, during 
the last twelve months, for alleviating the genera! 
distress which has prevailed, by the emission of a 
large amount of treasury riotes, a few observations 
on that subject will close this part of the report. 

If treasury notes are to be issued for this pur- 
pose, they will be either receivable in all payments 
to the government, or they will be made redeema- 
dle at a fixed period. 

If they are made receivable in all payments to 
the government, the revenue will, ftom the time 
that 5,000,000 dollars are issued, be substantially 
received in them. The government will be imme- 
diately unable to pay the interest and reimburse- 
ment of the public debt in specie, as it becomes 
due. These notes, when compared witli the notes 
of the Bank of the United States, will be at a dis- 
count. The latter notes, independently of their 
being ever, where receivable, in all payments to 
the government, are convertible, at the place of 
their issue, into specie. They are equal to the 
treasury notes in payment of the revenue, .and su- 
perior to them, as they can command specie when 
the holder shall desire it . 

If the 14th section of the bank charter was mod- 
ified, so that the notes of the bank and of its offices 
should be receivable by the government, only 
when tendered where they are made payable, a 
small amount of treasury notes might be issued, 
and circulated, without Gepreciation. In that case 
they would be used for the transmission of moneys 
and would be in constant demand for that pupose. 
It is the reception of the notes of the Bank of the 
United States, and its offices, by the government, 
wherever they are tendered, that causes them to 
beconsidered as a good remittance throughout the 


‘United States. If they should cease to be so re- 


«ceived, a demand of notes to a small 
amount, for the transmission of money, would be 
created, and would preserve them from deprecia- 
tion. Ifthe notes thus issued should be made re- 


deemable at the Treasury, in specie, upon demand, | 


the amount which might be put and retained in cir- 
culation would probably exceed, to a considerable 
-extent, the sum demanded for the facile transmis- 
sion of money- Such treasury notes would, how- 
ever, have noadvantage over the notes of the Bank 
of the United States, as long as they are receivable 
a all payments to the United States, without refer- 
ence to the place where they are payable. Itis 
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even probable that they would not be of equal val- 
ue and currency with those notes, as the latter 
would generally be made payable in the principal 
commercial cities, where remittances are continu. 
ally made, whilst the treasury notes would be pay- 
able only at this place. If treasury notes, payable 
in specie, on demand, when presented at this place, 
should be preferred to the notes of the Bank of 
the United States, it would be in consequence of 
the abiises which have been practised by banking 
institutions, which have, in some degree, shaken 
public confidence in the integrity of their direction. 

2. If treasury notes were to be issued, not re- 
ceivable in payments to the government, but re- 
deemable at a fixed period, they would immedi. 
ately depreciate, unless they bore nealry six per 
cent. interest. In the latter case, they would be i 
little more use, as currency, than the funded debt, 
They would not peform the functions of money. 

$. In any case whatever, whether they are re- 
ceivable in payments to the government, or bear 
an interest, and are redeemable at a fixed period, 
they will afford no substantial relief where the 
distress is greatest unless they should be advanced 
as a loan inorder to alleviate that distress. If they 
are to be issued from the Treasury in discharge of 
the demands upon te government, they would 
never reach those sections of country where relief 
is most required - There, the government already 
collects more than can be expended. One of the 
causes of this distress is the necessity of transferring 
the public lands from those sections, for the pur- 
pose of being expended, to those where there is 
no deficiency of currency. 


As a financial resourse, the issue of treasury notes 
is justifiable only where the deficiency, which they 
are intended to supply, is small in amount, and 
temporary inits nature. As a measure of allevia-~ 
ation, it will be more likely to do harm than good. 
If a sufficient amount of those notes, of any de- 
scription whatever, should be issued, and put into 
circulation where they are most wanted, unless 
they were given away, a debt in that part of the 
Union would be contracted to the extent of the is- 
sue. It might enable the borrowers to pay debts 
previously contracted, but their relative situation 
would be the same. Unless the currency became 
vitiated by the relie which was afforded, the ulti- 
mate payment of the debt would consumsate the 
ruin which the measure was intended . to prevent. 
But itis probable that the sums which might be 
advanced, by way of loan, would, ina great degree, 
be lost The government is not, from its nature, 
qualified for operations of this kind. The general 
system of credit which has been introduced by the 
agency of banks, and by the inevitable effect of the 
measures of the general government, has produced 
an artificial state of things, which requires repres- 
sion rather than extension. The issue of treasury 
notes, for the gery of alleviating the general 
distress, would tend to increase this natural and 
forced state of things, and give it a duration which 
it would otherwise never attain. If much of the 
evil resulting from adecreasing currency had not 
already been suffered, there might be some plaus- 
sile reason or urging the issue of treasury notes, 
as a measure of alleviation. This ground cannot 
be urged in its favor; itis, therefore, indefensible, 
upon the ground of expediency, as well as of prin- 
ciple. 

The last member of the resolution assumes, by 
umplication, the practibility of substituting, by the 
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constitutional exercise of the powers of Congress, 
a paper currency for that which now exists. 

In considering this proposition, the power of 
Congressover the currency of the United States 
cannot, consistently with the respect which is due 
to that body, be either affirmed or denied. Itcan 
not be supposed that the House of Representa 
tives, ia adopting the resolution in question, in- 
tended, through the agency of an executive de. 

rtment of the government, to institute an inquiry 
as to the extent of the constitutional authority of 
a body of which it is only a constituent member. 
Yet it will necessarily occur to the House, that, if 
the power of Congress over the currency 1s not 
absolutely sovereign: the inquiry, whatever might 
‘be its immediate result, must be without any ulti- 
mate utility. The general prosperity will not be 
advanced, by demonstrating that there is no in- 
trapsic obstacle to the substitution of a paper fora 
metallic currency, if the power to adopt the sub- 
stitute has beea withheld from the Federal gov- 
ernment. Without offering an opinion upon the 
weight to whicn these views would have been en- 
titled, had they been urged whilst the resolution 
was under consideration, it is admitted that they 
furnish no ground for declining the performance 
of the duty imposed by its adoption. In the dis- 
cussion of a question of so much delicacy and im- 

rtance, the utmost confidence is reposed in the 
justice and liberality of those who have rendered 
it indispensable. 6° sl 

At the threshold of this enquiry, it 1s proper to 
observe, that itjis deemed unnecessaryjto present an 
an analysis of the motives which led, even in the 
most remote antiquity, to the general adoption, by 
civilized states, of gold and silver, as the standard 
value; or, of the advantages which have resulted 
from that adoption. The circumstance, to which, 
in the course of this investigation, it will be nec- 
essary to advert, is the tendency which a metallic 
currency has to preserve a greater uniformity of 
value, than any other commodity; and the facility 
with which it returns to that value, whenever, by 
any temporary causes, that uniformity has been in- 
terrupted. No argument will, in this place, be of- 
fered in support of this proposition. It is funded 
in the experience of all nations. Its truth, for 
the present, will therefore be assumed. But, the 
proposition itself admits, that gold and silver, 
when employed, by the consent of all civilized 
states, as the standard of value, are subject to tem- 
porary variations of value. It is equally true, that 
they are subject to permanent variations. The 
cause and effect of these changes will be consider- 
ed previously to the discussion of the practibility 
of substituting a paper for a metallic currency. 

Ist. When, by any circumstance whatsoever, a 
greater portion of these metals is found in a parti- 
cular state, than is possessed by other states, having 
articles of equal value to be exchanged, they will, 
in such state, be of less value than in the adjacent 
states. This will be manifested by an increase in 
the price of the commodities of such state. This 
increase of price will continue until the metallic re- 
dundancy is exported, or converted into manufac- 
tures. Whenever this redundancy is disposed of, 
the currency will return to its former value, and 
the price of other commodities will be regulated 
by that value. 

2d, But, the exportation of specie may take place 
where is no such redundancy. This occurs when- 
ever the general balance of trade continues, for 
some time. unfavorable to a particular state. The 
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currency then appreciates in vatae; and the price 
of all other commodities in such state is diminished. 
As commerce is nothing more thaa the exchange of 
equivalents; the reduction in the price of the arti- 
cles of such state, and the increased value of the 
currency, will promptly produce a reaction; and 
gold and silver will soon return in the quantities re- 
quired to reduce their value to that which they main- 
tain in’the adjacent states. With the return of 
cie, all other articles will return to the prices which 
they commanded before its exportation. Like fluids 
the precious metals, so long as they are employed 
as the general measure of value, will constantly 
tend to preserve acommon level. Every variation 
from it will be promptly corrected, without the in- 
tervention of human laws, These fluctuations, be- 
ing temporary in their nature, are wholly indepen- 
dent of the permanent causes wnich may affect the 
value of gold and silver, when har oes as the ge- 
neral standard of value. They will equally occur, 
whether the quantity of these metals, compared 
with the exchanges which they are destined to ef- 
fect, be redundant or deficient. The limits, how- 
ever, within which these fluctuations are confined, 
are so contracted, that the great interests of society 
cannot be seriously affected by them. But this ob- 
servation must be understood to apply to a curren- 
cy purely metallic, or, at least, when the 
which is connected with it does not exceed the de- 
mand for the convenient transmission of money. _ 
Sd. Gold and silver, when employed by the com- 
mon consent of nations as the standard of value, are 
subject to variations in value from permanent caus- 
es. When their quantity is increased more rapid- 
ly than the articles which are to be exchanged 
through their agency, their price will fall; or, what 
amounts te the same thing, the price of all exchange- 
able articles will rise. It has been admitted by all 
intelligent writers upon this subject, that, ymmedi- 
ately after the discovery of America, towards the 
close of the fifteenth century, a sudden and exten- 
sive depreciation in the value of these metals oc- 
curred; and that, from that time, to the close of the 
eighteenth century, they continued gradually to 
depreciate. This depreciation, it is believed, has 
been accelerated during thre last century, as much 
by the substitution of paper for specie, as by the 
increase in the quantity of those medals during that 








period, beyond the demand which wou!d have ex- 
isted for them, as currency, had that substitution 
not takenplace. Whe precise effect upon the de- 
preciation of these metals, produced by the partial 
substitution of paper, in various countries, for a mee 
tallic currency, will not now be inquired into, but 
it is generally conceded, that the depreciation bas 
been more rapid since that substitution, than at 
any former peried; cacept when the accumulated 
stock of ages in the new world was brought into 
Christendom, and thence distributed into 

other region where gold and silver were in 

Since the close of the last century, doubts have ex- 
isted, whether those metals, even when employed 
as currency, have not appreciated in value: and it 
is contended, by the advocates oi a paper currency 
that tus appreciation will probably continue 
through a long succession of years, and seri 
affect all the operations of the civilized world. It is 
maintained by these writers, that the demand for 
currency, at present, throughout the world, is great- 
er than the supply which the existing quantity of 
the precious metals will afford, without materially 
depressing the price of all the objects of human in- 
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dustry and human desires. When itis recollecteé 


















































176 
that production is reculated by demand, and that 
both are directly affecter! by the quantity of curren. 
cy compared with the quantity of artictes to be ex- 
changed; it is readily perceived, that an increase i, 
currency of the world by the substitution of paper 
even when convertible into coin, will increase the 
quantity of exchangeable com nodities in the world 
beyond that would have existed and such increas: 
of currency net taken place. Under such circuin 
stances, a sudden reduction of the currency, by the 
rejection of the paper which had been employed 
could not fail to derange all the relations of societ: 
by diminishing the quantity of currency, whilst the 
articles to be exchanged thruugh its agency would 
suffer no such diminution. 
(Lo be continued.) 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 


We are indebted to the Commercial Adver- 
tiser of New-York, for the following sum- 
mary of Foreign news, brought down to 
the 20th January. 
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The Morning Chroniele of January 1*th contains copious ex- || 


tracts from German papers. From these it appears that Austria | 
is making important regulations, for the promoticn of the com- 
meree of that country. A very liberal tariff of transit duties is | 
to be carried into effect. A_canal is cutting from Vienna to | 
Trieste, which will unite the Danube and the Adriatic Sea, this | 
canal is finished to the Hungarian frontiers. The cans! froin | 
Milan to Pavia, which was determined on 400 years ago has been | 
completed; by it Milan is united with the Adriatic sea. | 
Accounts from Vienna state, that the Archduches of Parma | 
' 
| 


Bo naparte’s wife) is very ill 

It ineaid that the Co of Vienna has declared, that the 
German Confederation neither the right nor the power to 
interfere with existing constitutions, in any of the German 

tates. 
7 In yepecking of the India trade, the Chronicle observes. “ The 
absurdity of continuing to exclude British merchants frou the 
trade between Canton and the European and American States, 
arises from the construction put upon the clause of monopoly, al- | 
lowed to the East India Company in their last charter. We are | 
happy to find that this question is now under the consideration | 

of « committee ofme ; and it is probable wii! be submit- 
ted to the consideration of Ministers at an early day. At this 
time the Americans have about 18.000 tons of shipping employed 
in this trade, 1nd probably not less than 8,000 seamen. In the 
course of the year 1818, more than 11,000 chests of tea were im- 
into Canada, not by the East India House, but directiy 

m Canton, in American bottoms!” 

‘The king enjoyed his usual health on the 13th of January. 
The Duke of Kent was that day dangerously ill of ah iuflamma- 
tion of the chest. 

A quantity of Wool, from New South Wales, was sold at Len- 
don, on the 14th January, at more than 3s sterfing per Jb. 
sale av a higher price than Spanish Wool, offered at the 

time. 
The King of Prussia has issued a Decree, prohibiting, in his 
dominions, the circulation of the Journais printed in the Neth 


iands, 
*We have received most of the b= ag | Provincial papers; they 
are chiefly filled with ts of the dis of the poor, from 
the severity of the weather, and of exertions for their relief. _ 

The East om ee is about to sail from Cork, with 
{risb settlers. bonnd to South Africa. 

One Caan pee — minety three ships arrived at 
Ham! dur a , 

roy ef Kaintschatka, June 18th, old stile, state tha 
on the 4th of that month an American merchantman arrived 
there, in 26 days from the Sandwich Islands, with « cargo of 














sine, goats, poultry, water melons and potatoes. Some of the 
latter iehed 1 10 ibs. 

A letter from St. Petersbu under date of December 13, an- 
nounces that Baron Moder y is appouited Minister of 
War. 

Is appears, by recent accounts from Cape Coast Custle, that 
that ™ of The coast of Africa was infested b by swarms of pirates 


eft the very worst description, who uentiy, not content mere- 
ly with plundering aon, warts the crews also. This 
happened to a Dutch ship called the Drie Vriendey, in Discove 
ry which was boarded during*the night, when the captain 
mate, and all the crew, were inhumauely butchered, and the 
ship was afterwards blown up by the marauders, 

At the Oid Baily, on the 17th of Jan + two persons indict - 
ed ona charge oftrafficking in slaves. They were tned on the 
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the Meditterranean, died recently. after an i!l ess ef three days, 
Sir Geo. Moore is to succeed 2 the coun and. 

Letters trom Leeds aumounee, Char very exte sive orders have 
been receives! for woollen and stuff goods, both for the Ametican 
1 ediverancan aatrhets. 

From Bruse's we ‘carn that the sudden increase of the Waters 

‘the Meuse has occasioned considerable destencion in thar 
town. ‘Lhe viliages have suff red severely: in aby persous heve 
been drownrd; the bodics of aman and woman, both ee ganty 
dresseti, were jately diseovered in the water; several horses &e 
have alse perished. 

\n eruption of Mount Vesuvius, remarkable for the subiimity 
of its appearane , and the qunutiiy of ava thrown out, ovcur- 
red onthe 25th November, 

The Paris papers state, that the Marquis Dessolles, Minister of 
Foreign A fiars, has signed Tveaty. by whieh adebt of 7.000.008 
francs, c'aimed in vain by the Dey of Aigicrs for the last twe nty 
years, o fused byall the antecedent Mansters, and evad d lute'y 
| by the Duke of Richciien, is now recognized and is stipuiated 
| to be paid by month'y instalments. commencing with the ist 
of March next, Baron Louis, Miuister of Finance, engaged to 
provide the funds necessary for these payments. 

Ou the fivst day of the present year, the Duchess of Orleans, 
= presented with a sou, who tales the title of Dake of Pen 
imvre, 

Gen. Van Damme, one of the exiles, has the Kings peraegion 
to ceturn to Paris. s 

KUSSIA. 


Perenssency, Dec. i0.—Lroops have been em. 
barked late!y ai Cronstadt, who are destined to 
joccupy the Kussian possessivMs in Asia, and the 
jislands situated on the coast of Kamtschatka, this 
'way being considered as preferable to that hitherto 








; used, of marching troops by Siberia. 

The Russians are constantly augmenting their 
establishments in America, where they have (in 
Norfolk-sound) a fort mounted with one hundred 
pieces of cannon. Since 18i3 they have extended 
themselves to more than five hundred leagues be- 
yond the river Columbia, along the coast, and 
| have established themselves at Bodega, situate only 
i thirty leagues frum the most distant colony of the 
Spaniards in Califorma. Bodega is a gov! soil, 
jand possesses ail the advantages desirable for com- 
merce. Whe routes from Petersburgh to Kamt- 
schatka have been considerably improved. A 
great euander of ships, freighted with skin, set out 
every year from the north-west coast of America, 
double the Cape of Good Hope. and bring their 
rich cargoes to the Gulfof Finland. The Kussivn 
cclonists established in America are very weil pro- 
tected there by the Civil and Miliary Adminisira- 
tions. Among the officers of the merive are the 
sons of the first families, ww receive an excellent 
esucation, considering the di-tant situation of thise 
countries. It is not the same in the North Aweri- 
can and English provinces, where commerce is the 
on'y object. Nothing is considered but the ad- 
vantage of the moment, and man becomes a soldier 
by necessity. Among the Russians, ou the con- 
trary, every thing announces a great civilization: 
profouud views seem to direct ticiy plans and fa- 
vour their enterprises. 

The Russian Colonies are increasing in an extra- 
ordinary manner, as well in the eastern parts of 
Asia as in the west of America, and every where the 
Russians introduce liberal institutions. it is evi- 
dent that they have in view to seize upon all the 
¢ mmerce of the nortii-western coast of America, 
and toinduce the na'ives, who live by huating and 
‘ishing, to furnish them with skins for the Chinese 
markets. It cannot be doubted that upon this 
point the Russians have already done mueh injury 
to the Americans, particularly in whatever con- 
cerns their trade with China, and their traffic with 
this empire must increase mure and more. Uy the 
extension of their establishmcnts on tie north-west 
coast of America, they carry on by Asia regular 
communications beiween America and Zurope. 














1 andfound uilty. 
‘Vice Aduiral sic ‘Phemas Freemantle, commander in chief jn 


( Mosereca. 














